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July 18, 2018 
 
VIA EMAIL (jlavoie@hudsonnh.gov) 
 
Jason Lavoie 
Chief of Police 
Hudson Police Department 
1 Constitution Drive 
Hudson, NH 03051 
 
Re: Right-to-Know Request Regarding Enforcement of Criminal Defamation Statute 

(RSA 644:11) 
 
Dear Chief Lavoie: 
 

This is a Right-to-Know request to the Hudson Police Department pursuant to RSA 91-A 
and Part I, Article 8 of the New Hampshire Constitution by the American Civil Liberties Union 
of New Hampshire (“ACLU-NH”).  The ACLU-NH defends and promotes the fundamental 
principles embodied in the Bill of Rights and the U.S. and New Hampshire Constitutions.  In 
furtherance of that mission, the ACLU-NH regularly conducts research into government 
activities in New Hampshire.  We ask that your Department waive all fees associated with 
responding to this request.  Please contact me to discuss the fee waiver in advance of preparing 
any copies.   

 
Below are the specific requests:  

 
1. Copies of all internal regulations, guidelines, training materials, standards, and 

policies published, applied, or otherwise utilized by your Department, if any, 
concerning the implementation, interpretation, and enforcement of RSA 644:11.   

 
2. The complete file consisting of all public documents in the following cases 

brought by your Department: State v. Robert Frese, No. 459-2012-CR-03121 (9th 
Circuit-District Division-Nashua, filed May 22, 2012); State v. Mary Norton, No. 
459-2017-CR-04474 (9th Circuit-District Division-Nashua, filed October 6, 
2017).  This request includes the charging documents and police reports 
identifying the criminal defamation allegations in each case.   

 
In responding to this request, please consider the time limits mandated by the Right-to-

Know law.  In discussing those limits in ATV Watch v. N.H. Dep’t of Res. & Econ. Dev., 155 
N.H. 434 (2007), the New Hampshire Supreme Court has stated that RSA 91-A:4, IV requires 
that a public body or agency, “within 5 business days of the request, make such records 
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available, deny the request in writing with reasons, or to furnish written acknowledgement of the 
receipt of the request and a statement of the time reasonably necessary to determine whether the 
request shall be granted or denied.”  Id. at 440.   
 

If produced, these records must be produced irrespective of their storage format; that is, 
they must be produced whether they are kept in tangible (hard copy) form or in an electronically-
stored format, including but not limited to e-mail communications.  If any records are withheld, 
or any portion redacted, please specify the specific reasons and statutory exemption relied upon.  
See RSA 91-A:4, IV (official must “make such record available” or “deny the request in writing 
with reasons”) (emphasis added).   
 

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.  I look forward to hearing from you as soon 
as possible.  Of course, if you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
        Very truly yours, 
 
    
    
        Gilles Bissonnette 
        ACLU-NH, Legal Director 
        Gilles@aclu-nh.org 
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State v. Robert Frese §
§
§
§

Location: 9th Circuit - District Division -
Nashua

Filed on: 05/22/2012

CASE INFORMATION

Offense Statute Deg Date
Jurisdiction: Hudson
1. Criminal Defamation 644:11 MISDB05/08/2012

ChargeID: 645293C   ACN: 007025J120645293001
Arrest: 

2. Harassment 644:4 MISDA02/26/2012
ChargeID: 645294C   ACN: 007025J120645294002

Arrest: 

Bonds
Cash     $500.00
8/3/2012 Discharged
5/9/2012 Posted
Counts: 1

Case Type: Criminal

Case
Status: 10/16/2012 Closed

PARTY INFORMATION

Defendant Frese, Robert
43 Hayes Park
Exeter, NH 03833

Arresting Agency Hudson Police Department
1 Constitution Drive
Hudson, NH 03051

DATE EVENTS & ORDERS OF THE COURT INDEX

05/09/2012 Bond Index #1 
Cash Bail $500

05/09/2012 Orders and Conditions of Bail Index #2 

05/18/2012 Notice of Intent to Seek Class A Penalties Index #3 

05/24/2012 Arraignment on Complaint

05/30/2012 Arraignment on Complaint

05/30/2012 Agreement (Judicial Officer: Bamberger, Thomas E ) Index #4 
Party:  Defendant  Frese, Robert;  Arresting Agency  Hudson Police Department
Cont'd. 30 days for plea & sent.

08/03/2012 Plea

08/03/2012 Plea (Judicial Officer: Bamberger, Thomas E)
    1.  Criminal Defamation
              Guilty

08/03/2012 Disposition (Judicial Officer: Bamberger, Thomas E)
    2.  Harassment
              Nolle Prossed

08/03/2012 Sentence
    1.  Criminal Defamation
              Sentenced

Fees

9TH CIRCUIT - DISTRICT DIVISION - NASHUA

CASE SUMMARY
CASE NO. 459-2012-CR-03121

PAGE 1 OF 2 Printed on 06/12/2018 at 11:31 AMHUD003



Fines: $1,488.00
Suspended Fines: $1,116.00

Condition - Adult: 
1. Good Behavior for Two Years, continur with seacoast mental health, 08/03/2012, 
Active 08/03/2012

08/03/2012 Disposition (Judicial Officer: Bamberger, Thomas E)
    1.  Criminal Defamation
              Finding of Guilty

08/03/2012 Acknowledgement and Waiver of Rights (Judicial Officer: Bamberger, Thomas E ) Index #5 
Party:  Defendant  Frese, Robert

DATE FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Defendant  Frese, Robert
Total Charges 372.00
Total Payments and Credits 372.00
Balance Due as of  6/12/2018 0.00

Defendant  Frese, Robert
Criminal Cash Bail Balance as of  6/12/2018 0.00

9TH CIRCUIT - DISTRICT DIVISION - NASHUA

CASE SUMMARY
CASE NO. 459-2012-CR-03121
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State v. Mary Norton §
§
§
§

Location: 9th Circuit - District Division -
Nashua

Filed on: 10/06/2017

CASE INFORMATION

Offense Statute Deg Date
Jurisdiction: Hudson
1. Criminal Defamation 644:11 MISDB09/12/2017

ChargeID: 1423982C   ACN: 007025J171423982001
Arrest: 09/12/2017

Case Type: Criminal

Case
Status: 12/21/2017 Closed

PARTY INFORMATION

Attorneys
Defendant Norton, Mary

150 Barretts Hill Road
Hudson, NH 03051
White  Female  Height 5' 6"  Weight 170  
DOB: 08/19/1954  Age: 63 

Goulden, Timothy J, ESQ
Retained

603-582-0197(W)

Arresting Agency Hudson Police Department
1 Constitution Drive
Hudson, NH 03051

DATE EVENTS & ORDERS OF THE COURT INDEX

10/02/2017 Orders and Conditions of Bail Index #1 

10/02/2017 Personal Recognizance Bond Index #2 

10/02/2017 Appearance Index #3 
Party:  Attorney  Goulden, Timothy J, ESQ

10/02/2017 Entry of Not Guilty Plea & Waiver of Arraignment by Counsel Index #4 
Party:  Attorney  Goulden, Timothy J, ESQ

10/06/2017 Complaint As Accepted For Filing

10/19/2017 Arraignment on Complaint

12/06/2017 Pre-Trial Conference

12/06/2017 Disposition (Judicial Officer: Leary, James H)
    1.  Criminal Defamation
              Placed on File w/o Finding

12/06/2017 Sentence (Judicial Officer: Leary, James H)
    1.  Criminal Defamation
              Sentenced

Condition - Adult: 
1. Good Behavior for One Year, def is to mail four letters of apology to neighbors, 
12/06/2017, Active 12/06/2017

9TH CIRCUIT - DISTRICT DIVISION - NASHUA

CASE SUMMARY
CASE NO. 459-2017-CR-04474
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