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Support HB 629 – End New Hampshire’s Unnecessary and Harmful War on Marijuana
Bill Summary: HB 629 would legalize the possession and use of marijuana by a person 21 years of age
or older. Specifically, the bill would:
• Permit adults to possess up to 3/4 of an ounce of marijuana, five grams of hashish, cannabisinfused products with up to 300 milligrams of THC, and cultivate up to six marijuana plants at
home in a secure location that is not visible from other properties.
• Permit adults to give other adults (without remuneration) 3/4 of an ounce of marijuana, five grams
of hashish, cannabis-infused products with up to 300 milligrams of THC, or 3 immature, nonflowering cannabis marijuana plants.
• Prohibit smoking or vaporizing marijuana in public (up to a $100 fine).
• Place restrictions on cultivation, including:
o Prohibit cultivation in a place subject to public view.
o Require “reasonable” precautions to ensure plants are secure (e.g. placing in enclosed,
locked spaces).
o Limit cultivation to the individual’s primary residence.
o Create a fine of up to $750 for a violation of this section.
• Maintain the existing prohibitions and penalties connected with the possession of marijuana by
people under 21.
A marijuana possession arrest can ruin lives. Sold to the public in the name of public safety, New
Hampshire’s marijuana laws needlessly ensnare over a thousand people -- disproportionately Black
people -- in its criminal justice system every year. These arrests are not just an unnecessary burden on
New Hampshire residents and the judicial system, but also negatively affect access to employment,
housing, and child custody, among others, for the person arrested. These collateral harms can last for
decades, even after someone has served their time or paid any required fines. It is past time to end New
Hampshire’s unnecessary and harmful war on marijuana.
New Hampshire’s war on marijuana is a monumental waste of tax dollars. For each of the 1,494
marijuana arrests in 2020,i our tax dollars had to pay for a judge, a clerk, law enforcement officers,
prosecutor, and others to process the case. According to an economic analysis published in 2013, the
2,769 marijuana possession arrests in 2010 cost New Hampshire taxpayers $6,526,364 that year.ii
Despite New Hampshire’s decriminalization of marijuana possession in 2017,iii law enforcement still
arrested 1,494 people in 2020 for marijuana possession,iv meaning New Hampshire taxpayers may still
be paying close to $3.25 million each year to enforce marijuana possession laws. Lawmakers should
stop wasting tax dollars on this failed war.
New Hampshire’s war on marijuana is enforced with a staggering racial bias. In 2020 Black people
were 4.8 times more likely to be arrested for marijuana possession when compared with whites,v despite
both groups using marijuana at roughly the same rate.vi And, this disparity is on the rise, up from 2.6
times more likely to be arrested in 2010 – a 46 percent increase.vii The racial bias in enforcement is even
more pronounced with the city police departments in Manchester and Concord, where the disparities are
13.9 times and 5.8 times respectively.viii The discriminatory enforcement of New Hampshire’s marijuana
laws means that Black people are more likely to face the immediate harms of a marijuana arrest and
charge, including potential incarceration, as well as the collateral consequences, including the loss of
jobs, housing, financial aid eligibility, and child custody.
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The vast majority of Granite Staters support marijuana legalization. Seventy-four percent of
Granite Staters support marijuana legalization, including majorities of Democrats, Independents, and
Republicans.ix And, support for marijuana legalization has greatly increased since 2013, when it was
just 49 percent.x It is past time for New Hampshire lawmakers to listen to the people and legalize
marijuana possession by adults.
Opponents of marijuana legalization rely on fear-based rhetoric divorced from reality. Marijuana
legalization opponents argue that marijuana legalization leads to increased youth use, crime, and traffic
fatalities. They also argue that marijuana is a gateway drug that is partially responsible for the opioid
epidemic. The data from legalization states do not support these claims. Multiple studies have found no
increase in youth use in states that have legalized marijuana.xi Legalization has also not substantially
affected crime rates,xii and, according to a multi-year study of Colorado and Washington, may have
improved crime clearance rates.xiii Fortunately, it also appears that marijuana legalization has had “little
or no effect” on traffic accidents and fatalities.xiv Finally, evidence suggests that marijuana legalization is
connected with a reduction in opioid related deaths.xv New Hampshire lawmakers have the benefit of
years of data from legalization states to distinguish myth from reality.
Support HB 629 – The war on marijuana does not make us safe, wastes taxpayer dollars, and
ruins lives.
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